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I. INTRODUCTION 

2 States is one of the famous novels of Chetan Bhagat. He took inspiration from his own life; it is a work of fiction. 

It is based on the story of a couple, who belongs to different states, castes and religions and wanted to get married. It 

deals with the trials and tribulations of the young couple to convince their parents for giving permission to their 

marriage. It is about love marriage and how the protagonist and his wife faced obstacles. Both are from different 

regions of India. Many families go through this condition in India. In short, 2 States is about inter-state, inter-caste 

and inter-cultural marriage. It is a love story of two different culture, states and complete different pole South and 

North. 

 

II. CULTURAL CONFLICT 

as we know that each culture recommends its own paradigms of norms and these paradigms are so rigid that there is 

little space for human emotions in them. The cultural divide in India is more than other countries. C. Bhagat has 

successfully revealed the cultural conflict in his novel2 States. Krish the protagonist who belongs to Punjab loves 

Ananya, Tamilian girl. Both have to face the cultural conflict. Here reflects the issue of inter-racial marriages. It is 

based on the personal experiences of his love affair and his subsequent marriage with the girl that he loves. Krish 

appreciates Ananya‟s intellectual accomplishments but when it comes to marriage, both of them are expected to 

convince their parents to compromise the difference. The obscurities and complexities in the relationship of Krish 

and Ananya begin on the arrival of their parents on the occasion of their final convocation. One is Tamilian and 

other is Punjabi, the two opposite poles of Indian geography smash together. At this stage the confrontation of the 

two families on habits, customs, and diversities are meticulously manipulated by C. Bhagat.C. Bhagat rejects the 

opinion of hating Tamilians is not old fashioned at all. In his placement option, Krish chooses Chennai as his top 

location choice and it is convenient for Krish but his mother having an awareness of his Punjabi clan is roasted with 

contempt Madrasi girl. If  Krish‟s mind is occupied in the planning to get posted at Chennai, mother still tries to 

convince him, “open this album. See the girl dancing in the baraat next to the horse”. She further prevails upon him 

that he must know the girl. Krish casually asks, “What is so special about her?” Mother in all elation admits; “They 

have six petrol pumps”. Here, C. Bhagat shows the mentality of Indian parents. C. Bhagat shows the idea of dowry 

system in traditional marriage and the shifting paradigms of matrimonial alliances in the emerging pattern of 

behaviors in multi-cultural and multinational societies. His mother is very serious about to arrange a formal meeting 

with Pammi Aunt‟s daughter. Krish makes a candid confession, “I allowed my mind to be trapped again by thoughts 

of my South Indian girl”. Finally Krish, after completing his IIM, gets a respectable job at the City Bank, Chennai. 

Krish interacts with Ananya‟s parents and maintains all courtesies with her parents. In Chennai the very first thing 

he notices is that, ninety percent of people were dark complexioned. Krish finds himself trapped in barrier. These 

barriers are like language and general cultural practices. First, the sign in every shop was in Tamil. The Tamil font 

resembles those optical illusion puzzles that give you a headache if you stare at them long enough. Tamil women, all 

of them, wear flowers in their hair. Tamil men don't believe in pants and wear lungis even in shopping districts. The 

city is filled with film posters. As a process of assimilation, he gets a tip from his co-partner Balakrishnan, for his 

social merger in Tamil community as well as of his professional accomplishment. Bala suggests read these reports 

every day. He also suggests Tamilians love educated people. Krish with this in City Bank enters a world that is 

governed and guided by utilitarian motives. For him the merger in Tamilian society was of no interest, to collect 

money and to enjoy life was his whole endeavor. The consciousness of Krish shifts between Tamil and Punjabi 

culture. Whenever he is in Ananya‟s family and they make conversation in Tamil, Krish finds himself in obscure 

situations. Ananya has a realisation of his nervousness and therefore, she comments, “Mom, Krish does not 

understand Tamil. Please speak in English”. Ananya does not like the humiliation of Krish in her own family, 
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“Mom, stop hyperventilating. He is my boyfriend. You understand?” Ananya‟s mother no longer bears the boldness 

of Ananya. The rights of her maternal authority she roosted with anger and asserts: You are my daughter, do you 

understand? You are spoiling our name in the community, do you understand? I brought you up, educated you, made 

sacrifices for you, do you understand? In this respect both Krish and Ananya make desperate struggle to resist the 

burden of parental authority. Krish manages Ananya to come to Delhi and to share the traditions of his family. She 

faces great disappointment because she finds it very difficult to cope up with the luxurious and boisterous 

atmosphere of Punjabi family. Mother of Krish does not agree with the approach of her son and snubs him, “A 

girlfriend is fine, and does whatever you want in Chennai. But why are you forcing her on us?” C. Bhagat tried to 

show that, inter-racial marriages often fail to provide desired security. Krish still doubts how far their relationship 

will lead to the amicable acceptance of each other‟s company and each other‟s cultural differences. Krish reveals 

his mind, “It is no secret to why I choose Chennai as my first posting. However I cannot stay here forever”. To 

perceive the possibilities of Ananya‟s assimilation in his own Punjabi family, he plans to go away to Delhi along 

with Ananya; she tries to manage her boss to make shift of her posting to Delhi. Before landing to Delhi, he warns 

Ananya, “Focus Ananya. You are dealing with a Punjabi mother-in-law here”. It is not a homecoming for Krish but 

he remains obsessed in the fear of relocation in his own family in the company of a girl with other cultural 

background. Ananya was no longer a desired guest in the family of Krish. Hostility, adversity and pathetic 

perceptions are distinctively noticeable at this stage. Like a traditional mother-in-law, Krish’s mother pushes 

Ananya inside the kitchen and compels her to prepare dinner. Krish’s mother express her feelings as: “I want a 

lavish wedding, I want the girl’s parents to respect me, and I want the girl to be approved of by my brothers and 

sisters”. On the other hand Krish defends; they will like Ananya as an intelligent and educated girl. Krish is lost in 

his own dilemmas and interrogates: Am I even doing the right thing by bringing Ananya into this family? What 

impression will she have of me? Will she change her mind about me? In spite of their odd comments, she tries to 

adjust her steps of Bharatanatyam with Punjabi songs. Further for her assimilation, he encourages Ananya to make 

more and more participation in family ceremonies. One can see the cultural differences in the novel where the 

parents possess the orthodox dogmas of traditional ways. Because after facing all obstacles both families agree for 

Krish and Ananya‟s marriage. In short, this is a witty account of love marriage style where the inter-caste marriages 

bring cultural shocks. In this novel, Bhagat highlighted different cultural diversities and tries to show that true love 

never dies. In this way, C. Bhagat‟s success of his love is the biggest achievement of his life. It is a story of two 

different people, caste and state is really tough.  

 

III. LOVE-HATE RELATIONSHIP 

In 2 States, he shows that both the emotions of love and hate are displayed by the characters through the actions. We 

can say this act can be justified that there are more examples of love than hate. The love between Krish and Ananya 

as well as that of Krish and his father and his mother and indeed many other characters are just same. The more 

spiteful emotion of hate is also revealed many times in the novel, between Krish and his father. In this novel, C. 

Bhagat has tried to reveal multiple relationships like Boyfriend-Girlfriend, Mother-Father, Father-Son, Mother-Son, 

Daughter-Mother, Mother-in-law and Daughter-in-law and relationship between Krish‟s family and Ananya‟s 

family. Krish is the son of the retired Army officer and finds Ananya as his life partner from the beginning of the 

novel. Krish, the narrator hails from Punjab and Ananya comes from South India. In C. Bhagat’s world of marriage 

and friendship are the two dimensions of male-female relationship. Krish is in a state of dilemma both in context of 

his professions, settlement and personal relationship but has a clear sighted approach for Ananya. Even Ananya 

explores the lingering weakness existing in male psyche. Krish is expected to transfer to Chennai after securing his 

job in City Bank. Ananya is in Chennai and Krish is in Delhi and telephone is the only possible medium of 

communication to keep their relationship alive. When Ananya is not in a position to give the correct answer of the 

equation in the classroom, Krish gives her strength and tells her: Krish and Ananya study together at the hostel room 

and they develop intimacy with each other and also the first step to marry with each other. The love relationship is 

known by everyone in the campus. Ananya is also aware of this situation. In fact she wants to enjoy life in good 

manner. In 2 States C. Bhagat also revealed the Mother-Son relationship. Krish’s mother is some-what orthodox as 

well as conservative. She is also treated inferior in the family by his father; she is suffocated in the family which 

makes her a short tempered woman. She rejects Ananya because of her roots from South. Krish’s mother is always 

treated very ruthlessly by his father. Krish’s father and mother relationship falls under the stereotype of sociopathic 

husband-wife type. In this way, one can understood the mentality of protagonist’s mother through retreats in the 

conflict between her and her husband. Therefore Krish asserts. “No dad,‟ I said, „Mom has equal rights, too. 

Unfortunately, I belong to both of you”. He makes an open confession of his love but Ananya‟s humiliated self is no 

longer ready to compromise with it. His whole consciousness remains gripped in the ideas of Ananya. C. Bhagat 

takes the issue that is still difficult for an individual to resist the forces around him. He develops a sort of 
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antagonism for his parents. Still in dilemma he manages to meet Ananya. Krish avoids eating, sharing and involving 

in conversation with his own family and friends, contradictory emotions operate upon the consciousness of Krish. 

He makes a confession of his own position: My thoughts were all over the place, but none in his department. Krish 

finds himself alienated from the environment in which he has been pushed to survive. He seems to lose his meaning 

and purpose with the environment in which he was surviving. He reflects on his own conditions of life as: I had no 

one I could talk to about my situation. I hated money, I hated City Bank and I hated my job and hated all human 

beings on earth. Krish develops the psyche of alienation and loneliness. Krish’s father is very rude towards Krish 

and his mother. His father also hates the South-Indians. C. Bhagat pictured the Post-modern patriarchal family. The 

protagonist Krish always wants to be a rebel and crush the yoke of father’s power. Therefore Krish and his father 

used to tease each other as an enemy. The marriage finally takes place with the blessings of the elders of the two 

families. In the capacity of parental authority, father tries to make Krish realise his responsibility towards mother 

and towards his own community.Father dictates as: You have no qualities I can be proud of. These degrees mean 

nothing. His father never shows any kind of affection towards him. C. Bhagat has vision to manipulate the situations 

with extreme realistic and humanistic touch. But C. Bhagat also unveiled the other side of son father relationship. 

Even Krish and his father hate each other but inwardly they used to love each other. Because Krish‟s father who is 

always indifferent to his wife and his son is going to the house of Ananya and apologized Ananya‟s parents and 

convinced that if Ananya comes to his house as Krish’s wife we as parents of Krish will always respect her and care 

her as our own daughter. The act of recommending the love from Krish’s father is out-come of his re-presentence 

for not helping his son in his first love affair. This time he didn’t want to miss opportunity. This attempt shows the 

father-son relationship. Krish who had begun to hate his father replace his attitude with love and affection. After the 

meeting with Krish’s father, Ananya’s parents give consent for their marriage. Before that, Krish is almost on the 

edge of mental breakdown and like a sudden ray of hope in his life, through the phone call of Ananya, he is 

informed about the positive response of his father to save the life of his son and also to save the relationship of Krish 

and Ananya from being lost and broken. Krish wants to hug his father when he gets a call from Ananya. He is 

speechless on the confession of his father, “Because I am your father. A bad father, but I am still your father”. The 

couple gets blessed from both the sides.  

 

IV. CONCLUSION 

In this crisis of two cultures, there is hardly any space for professional excellence and personal desires. The novelist 

has mentioned in this novel that, states make the nation and state divides the nation. Every state has its own culture 

and traditions. People do not encourage marriage between different states even if it is of same caste, because they 

are afraid about how to adjust with different traditions. Chetan Bhagat focuses on the way that the couple has made 

their parents realize that they want to marry with their kind permission. It is a good decision made by Krish and 

Ananya to have their marriage happen with the smile on their parent’s face rather than to run away.In this way 

Ananya- Krish’s relationship would have been a way to resolve the prejudices of cultural diversities and to promote 

a human happiness. 
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